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Bryan Withdrawn by the Com-
moner.

During Dr. BeYan's absence in the
with his sample case of specifics

all the ills the body politic is heirto,

Commoner has eliminated him from

list of Presidential candidates in a
mt of inspiration.

. Th an ingenuous editorial the avail-
ty of Southern men for the Demo-
¢ nomination which Dr. BRYAN

s as an entry in the free for all com-
tion is considered. It is a handsome
te to the number and quality of the
candidates in the South. They
described as statesmen and bidden
stand side by side for review by the
convention,

*Letusenterthe convention with aneve

la to the party,” says the Commoner.

sentiment of antagonism to anything
looks like a monopoly of virtue by
individual candidate, active or' re-
live, pervades the article, All the
ibilities from Accomac to Deaf Smith

r look alike to the Commoner. No

apt. is made to handicap them on

of age or pravious condition of
de in the cause of Democracy; all
from scratch. Tt is submitted with
greatewt frankness tlat the selection
be entered upen not with the view
patifying any man's ambition or

limenting any State or portion of

Union,” but with a desire to find the

“who voices the seutiments of the

4 and file of the party,” &c. If the

n svailable man is & Southern man

ot the candidate be from the South by

Nothing could be handsomer.

..m time there is a care not to

iiut the door of hope, for it is added:

same is true of the North, the East

West. "
“m in the body of the article,
im the thick of & paragraph where
e pencil missed it, there tsa fly in
clmtment.:
* There are many Democerats tn the South who
poll the full ewoeratic strengih of the

A# Dr. Bryix has never been-able to
the full Democratic strength of the
Mo by plain inference is withdrawn
the list of entries. “As at present
d” by the Commoner he is out of
rece.

' Reported Anglo-Spanish Allianca.

According to a report which it seems
eurrent in both Berlin and Paris an
nt hae been arranged between
it Britgin and Spain in pursuance of
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while Great Britain on her pait
O”Spdn diplomatic support in
of foreign policy and financial
in the form of loans. There is

on, and they are now drawn
by & community of interest with
Morocco.

and sad the Iberian peninsula we
ﬁo go baek to the thirteeath cen-
, when Epward I (PLANTAGENET),
with ELzanor, daughter
Arpowso X. of Castile, secursed to the
for a time undisputed possession
comy. About a cemtury later the
Prince, then Governor of the Eng-
possessions in southwestern France,
® and carried out an agreement to
ptore PEDRO the Cruel to the throne of
and subsequently Jomy of Gaunt,
Bonored LANTASTYR,” married for
soond wife Pepro’s daughter, in
name he claimed the Castilian

Cam lt. i« well known that HENBY
v married CATHEPINE of Aragon, the
o of his elder brother and a daugh-
[ tar of PReD1NAND and [SABELLA of Spain.

' ‘ Anglo-Spanish marriags, namoly,

& fourth matrimonial union of the kind
| did not take place, for he was for a time
i] apersistent suitor for the hand of ELiza-

marry & Spanish Infanta, and for her

ish bus & Portuguese Princess, CaTH-
wRLNE of

in Spain England’s relations to

out the eightesuth ocentury,

the latter half of the reign of
It was during this period

Gibraitar and the island for-
of Minerca, while during the Seven

Cuba and the Philippines would
W be dependencies of Great Britain.
early years of the nineteenth cen-

%
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Nor was the claim destined ‘o
wholly abortive, for by a treaty with
M sival King Jomy, son of HEXRY of
: , the usurper, LANCASTER'S
., became Queen of

same century was % witness an-
 tiat of Mary TuDOR to the son of the

Emperor CuarLes V., who was to become
3 Prttrar I1.; nor was it PRILIP'S fault that

perR. Cmanies I. of England, while his
father was still living, did his best to

sake undertook the famous romantic
journey incognito to Madrid. His eldest
son, CHARLES IT., inherited his father's
predilection for the dark eyed daughters
of Iberia, marrying, indeed, not a Span-
" After the accessicn of a Bourbon sov-
country became, and remained
&8 unfriendly as they had been

nd wrenched from the Spanish

War she captured Havana and |
. Had the Peace of Paris of 1763
‘“bythoelder Prrr instead of

& complete change occurred in the

attitude of England toward Spain, owing
to NAPOLEON'S attempt to make his
brother JosEpk King of the last named
country. No disinterested person will
deny that Spain owed to a British Gen-
eral and British soldiers her delivery
from the French invader and the resto-
ration of the Bourbon severeign, but
Spaniards have never shown themselves
particularly grateful for the interposi-
tion, and to this hour & part of the money
due to England for advances made dur-
ing Spain’s war for independence remains
unpaid. Castilian pride cannot stomach
a too weighty obligation. Partly for
this reason and partly because in the
Carlist troubles many Englishmen aided
the Pretender, the Spanish Government
and people during the remainder of the
nineteenth century evinced but little
desire to contraet eordial relations with
Great Britain,

The marriage of Avronso XIII., how-
aver, to the Princess VIcroRia, arelative
of King EpwARD VII,, has brought about
a new state ofsthings, so that sentiment
now combines with political interest to
draw the two countries together. There
is no doubt. that they are abla to render
great services to one another. The ex-
clusive use of the Spanish harbors on the
Bay of Biscay and the Atlantic and of
such coigns of vantage as Cartagena and
Minorea in the Mediterranean would be
of immense value to England in naval
warfare, while she in turn can advance
the money which is indispensable to
Spain for internal improvements and for
the reconstruction of her fleet,

We repeat that it is fortumate for us
that no agreement binding Great Britain
to lend Spain diplomatic support ex-
isted in 1898, when at least two of the
Continental Powers tried to bring about
European intervention for the purpose of
forbidding our projected war with Spain,
If Lord SALISBURY instead of repelling
had countenanced the proposal we should
have had to obey the veto, for we should
not have been able to make head against
the British navy. and much less against
a combination of Great Britain and
France. The Anglo-Spanish entente
e>mes too late to save for Spain the
greater part of her insular possessions,
but it may ultimately help her to secure
a considerable fraction of the Moroccan
seacoast which once belonged to the
Caliphate of Cordova.

The Explosion on the Jena and the
Treacherous Guncetton Powder.

The explosion on the batrieship Jena
at Toulon has stirred up great agitation
in France on the subject of smokeless
powder, especially the B brand which
was involved in the catastrophe. All
the theories of outside causes for the
digaster have been sifted and found
untenable. No shell was carelessly
handled; the temperature of the maga-
zines was low; the: Hertzian wave theory
is described ag a wild dream. Malice or
treason is unsupported by any particls
of evidence or inherent probability. The
only reasonable explanation that remains
appears to bethe instability of the powder
i'self. Ina word, the catastrophe revives
all the old time misgivings about the
practical use of guncotton as an instru-
ment of war.

For the B powder is guncotton—gun-
cotton in the best form that has yet
been found in which to use it. There
are three definitions of it given in the
Prench discussions: That of the scien-
tists, colloidal guncotton; that of the
experts, guncotton gelatine; that of the
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little cakes with shears. All these defini-
tions are exact, but on the whole the
last is the clearest and most precise.
The B powder is a simple solution of a
problem that exercised artillerists from
the hour when guncotton was invented.
The enormous initial velocity which i
imparts made it an ideal charge for
geat guns if only it could be made
safe to handle. Laboratory experiments
produced ideal results, but when the
explosive was turned eut in practical
quantities it always went Wwrong. It was
imperfectly washed, it was exposed to im-
proper temperatures; explanations were
plentiful, but guncotton was impossible
for military use until PAUL VIEILLE in
1884 hit upon the collodion idea and pro-
vided the French army with a smokeless
powder of enormous power, which won
for him the crose of the Legion of Honor
and led to the production of the Lebel
rifle, and which is credited with baving
preserved the peace of Europe in ome
or two crises before the other countries
began imitating it.

The terrific explosion on the Jena is
a staggering blow to the French mili-
tary authorities because they are forced
to the belief that the collodion process
totally fails to insure safe handling or
storage of a guncotton powder. It has
long been known that the compound
was not stable. Chemical changes took
place in it spontaneously, which rendered
it liable to explosion on the smallest
provocation or even without any. A
process of “repairing” the powder, at
an expense of' about thirty per cent. of
its cost, was adopted. It consisted in
redissolving the powder which showed
signs of decomposition, redrying and re-
milling it. The experts figured that new
powder hady a safety period of about
eight vears, and it was hoped that the
“repairing” process would nearly double
its life. The problem, of course, was to
give it such safe durability as would
enable the country to store up in time
of peace great provisions of ammunition
against the outbrehk of war. The peace
uase of the powder is, of course, far from
sufficient to allow of suscesaive renewal
of a war supply within the safety period.
For instance, it iy estimated that a field
gun uses 100 charges annually in prao-
tico drills; General LANGLOIS has re-
cently laid down the proposition that
3,000 charges for each gun is the mini-
mum reserve that should be kept up in
anticipation of war; therefore the cycle
of expenditure of ammunition in peace
and its renewal would be something
like thirty years.
Another element in the problem is
the uncertainty as to the epoch at which
decomposition may set in. Sometimes
powder only a couple of years old or
only a couple of years altor repair will
ba found in dangerous coadition, and
again powder which bas long passed
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the ordinary limit will appear to be as
good as theday it was made. The means,
too, of detecting the ehemical
change is diffioult and techmical. The
best method seems to consist in the de-
tection by means of test papers of very
slight emanations of acid gas, and this
is sometimes impracticable and usually
only applicable by a skilled chemist.

The military and nava! asuthorities
have been more or less comscious of the

Lagoubran powder magszine at Toulon
in March, 1509, isset down to spentaneous
combustion in a quantity of B powder
brought back from Madagasear and
stored there. There in a case on record
a couple of years ago in which a chest
of the powder which was being trans-
ported through the streets of Mamseilles
in a cart caught fire spontansously it
explodes only under presmre. Six ex-
plosions on French warships, the Duperré,
(‘harles-Martel, Forbin, Bruix, Descartes
and Vauban—are attributed by the French
writers to the same cause as are the
disasters on the Japanese vessel the
Mikasa, the Brazilian Aquidaban and
the Italian Marco Polo, and even the
destruction of the Maine in the harbor of
Havanm

A writer in one French paper draws
attention to the fact that Germany has
Been entirely free from these accidents,
and suggests the proposition that her
experts have found a method of de-
teeting chemical change in the guacot-
ton powder and perhaps of arresting it.
Indeed, it is suggested that a material
which would render the change visible
on inspection would tend to check it.
The suggestion is made that in the
collodion stage of manufacture some
organic substance is blended into the
mixture which in no way impairs its
quality of rapid combustion but which
by change- of color reveals the presence
of the smallest particke of free acid—
liberation of acid gases being the sure,
unmistakable sign of chemical change
in the explosive. A change in color of
this sort can of course be detected on the
most casual inspection.

The still further suggestion is made
that a little ingenuity in the choice of
the organic reagent might result in find-
ing one which would stop or at least
retard the process of decomposition,
which, in a word, would be a fixer as
well us a detector. That something of
this sort will have to be done seems
to he the general vewdiot. A powder
which is a peril in time of peace becomes
a destroyer i time of war. It is a pa-
triotic duty of French chemista, if they
do not already know a substance such
as the Germans are supposed to use,
to concentrate their energies on speedily
discovering it.

Curions Questions in Taxattom

A curious question has arisen in Mas-
sachusetts in reference to the taxation
of personal property. The law of that
Commonwealth exempis “clothing and
farming utensils.” The statute is an eld
one. In early times there was no difi-
oulty in deciding what were “farming
utensils.” The appliances, tools and
machines used in agricultural pursuits
were comparatively few and simpfle.
The condition of things to-day is very
different, in view of the multiplication
of agricultural implements. Claims for
exemption have been made which asses-
sors are unwilling to recognize; and
finally the taxing mt.horma- applied to
the Attorney-General for advice as to
"THAIF BUTY I THE muetBP—»——

In his opinion the chiel law officer of
the State reaches the ocenclusion that
the Legislature intended to exempt only
the more simple tools in general use for
farming purposes and not the complex
agricultural machinery of the present
day. He illustrates his meaning by
giving examples of what he deems to be
“farming utensils” under the terms of
the law and what he would exclude
from that category:

“ fo my opinion the following would be exempt:
All hand tools for farming: plougiss. lncluding ‘riding
plough’; hatrow, cultivator, planter, geared and
otherwige; mowing machine, tedder, horserake,
reaper, ncluding reaper and binder; potate digger,
ensilage cutser. spray pump. slso @aak: chare,
wagon where used principslly for farm purposes:
ocart and sled, where used principally for farm pur-
poses; chains, manure spreader.

“ jn my opluion Me fullowing would Lot be ex-
empt: Windmil, faciuding pumyp: bofler, steam,
also codker; éngine, steam. gas, portable, station-
ary. traction; power gaw for frewoed; frull evap-
orator, cider mill and press, IMcubator, CYEAMm SEPS -
rator, eveam cooler. heney okiimelor, cemirifugal:
carriage, wagon, other than farm wagen: cart,
otfer than farm cars; sled, other (han farn sled;
sleigh, pung. baroess, blankets, witips, robes.”

One of the great perplexities in the
interpretation and application of statutes
of exemption arises out of the difficulty
of accurate definition. Many examples
may be found in the New York law re-
ports, especially in cases involving the ex-
emption of property from levy and sale
under an execution issued upon a judg-
ment against the owner.

Thus, among the exemptions under
our law are *the working tools and team*®
of the judgment debtor; and the ques-
tion early arose as to what was meant
by a tearn. If it meant necessarily more
than one animal then a man who was
rich enough to own two horses would be
able to withhold them from his creditor,
while a man who was too poor te own
more than one would have to give it up
in payment of his debts. The Court of
Appeals settled this question in 1%64 by
holding that the exemption applied to
“any team which a householder, a head
of a family, might or oould use in and
about the business of providing for such
family, whether the number of animals
composing the team consisied of one,
two, three, four or more.” The court
declared that the phrase “a one horse
team,* though inartificial, expressed a
clear idea to the common mind and there-
fore concluded that it was in the mind
l of the lawmakers when they enacted the
statute of exemption. [ndeed, it was
further decided that a team comprised
a farm wagon or cart as well as the ani-
mal or animals which drew it.

The same statuto also exempts from
levy and sale under exccution the judg-
ment debter's “necessary household
furniture.” Under this provision it was
held some years ago by the Appellate
Division in the Second (Brooklyn) Depart-

peril for years. The explosion im the |

;

ment, whan Chief Judge CuLiex of the
Court of Appeals wis & member of that
tribuna#, that & piamo was exempt when
itappeared that the instrument was used
by a householder in connection with the
education of her children.

These instances illustrate the dificulties
of definition which present themselves in
the practical administration of laws of
exemption.

In the Jury Room.

Jurors in & capital case will talk whea
the strain is over and they get their lib-
erty. We now know all the secrets of
the jury room in which the fate of the
defendant THAW was not decided. The
jurors have made a clean breast of every-
thing: how they voted, retried the case,
struggled to reach a verdict, passed the
lie, and almost came to blows, while the
murderer was allowed to give eut bulle-
tins from his cell in the Tombs which may
be used by his resourceful counsel when
he is tried again.

The proceedings in the jury room are
not public, or are not supposed to be.
Neither the prosecution nor the defence
is represented and the reporters are
excluded; but in the Thaw case the doors
might as well have been thrown open for
all the secrecy that was preserved. Some
of the jurors reported ths proceedings
faithfully, apparently from a sense of
duty, for one of them said"

“The public has & right to Gnow. The whole
Dusiness has got to be wld."

As a matter of fact the public has no
right to know, and no juror can be com-
pellod to divulge what took place in the
mxeroqn unless the District Attorney

discharge of his duty is called upon
to make an investigation. The blabbing
of the Thaw jury is no help, but a hin-
drance to justice, aside from the fact that
such intimate and in part unpleasant dis-
closures have a tendency to make jury
duty undesirable and unpopular.

We think the Thaw jury was com-
posed of. intelligent and well meaning
men who tried to do their duty, and we
know that they suffered hardships dur-
ing the ordeal they went through; but
it i to be regretted that some of them
gave up the secrets of the jury room
under the impression that they should
be public property. [t will be harder
and barder to get a jury in a celebrated
cane if the pamel knows that the jury
selocted is to have na protection from
prurient curiosity.

It is to be hoped that the next trial of
this unsavory case will be short if not
sweet, that the defendant will be muz-
zled during its progress and that the
jurymen will maintain a decent silence
about their deliberations after it is all
over.

At the Ball Field.

For a good many vears the city has
generousty policed the ball fields of the
professional leagues in this town with-
out cost to their owners. At every cun-
test scores of patrolmen, with abundant
roundsmen, sergeants, captains and

here and there an inspector, have been |

on hand to help the preprietors of the
clubs make money. The taxpavers have
borne a large share of the expenses of
maintaining the parks, their contribu-
tion to the clubs’ treasuries being the
result of circumstances it is unnecessary
at this time to recall.

This year Commissioner BINGHAM has
refused to allow policemen tadothe wark
which baseball club employees should
do.udzbonmmo!the New Yoark
team at opening game neglocted
w proﬂdrm to keegthe c

off the diamond. Tho result was that
the game could not be finished and was
forfeited to the visiting nine. It is not
unlikely that the owners of the team
believe that by permitting two or three
disorderly exhibitions on the grounds
they can coerce the Commissioner into
rescinding his new rule. They will talk
about the discomfort and inconvenience
caused to the public by the absence of
police, point out the dangers of riot and
play the baby act generally. It is sin-
cerely to be hoped that Mr. BixcGEawm
may not be moved by their pleas. Pro-
fessional baseball is a highly profitable
business, well able to pay its own ex-
penses. It needs no subsidy from the
public treasury.

The withdrawal of policemen from
their proper duties to work for private
enterprises and public service corpora-
tions has been one of the chiel causes of
the shortage of patrolmen on thestreets.
Mr. BinaHAM has started out to put an
end to it. Patrolmen no longer act as
gtation hands in the Grand Cemtral
Station. There is no reason why they
should be watchmen at the ball fields.

“In declaring Mr. RooT to be the greatest
statesman of our time,"” said Jorn BanreyT
in his address before the Society of the
Oregon Country, “[ do so with all due re-
spect to President RoosgveLr.”

Perhaps thera was no [ése majesté in this.
Perhaps the Hon. Jomx only meant that
he was borrowing, with all due respect to
President RooSEVELT, an opinion concern-
ing Mr. RooT’'s place among contemporary
statesmen which was originally expressed
by President RoosevELT himself.
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He was a chap with whiskers on his dome of thoughs,
His chin was bare.
Within my quiet den he sought
The comfort there.
Ho'd come to me lade down with grief and sorrow

" He'd take a seat,
He'd keep his eyo upon the door
And shift Bis feet,

Sometimes a tear would trickle from the corner of
His weather eye:

Anon bhe'd pause to simply cough—
The cough was dry.

But ne’sr 8 word would he expound of wisdom great
To prick me sore;

My visitor who'd ne’er orate,
But watch the door.

At times the queersome chap would “hem,” at Umes
be'd “haw”;
He'd never say
A single word to break the law
Ot “My Work Day” -
My motto done In black and green aud backed In
white
Upon my wall.
Confounded chap! He's here to-aight
Agaln 1o call.

He sidies 12 and settiesdown upon a chalr,
The nearest to

The window slii whose outiook falr
s my best view:

And from uis left hand pocket he takes out & book
01 books and fMles,

He lures, he snares me with a look
To paradise—

Flshing season open to-morrow. Nuf sed!
Hozacs SxYMOUR Kxiims,

gt i

e L R
.. Jﬂw‘ Vs u*‘ﬂ

rn:uﬁuuwuun-orawlu-m
5 GRANT.

b

After a winter of confinement in the
metropolis of mechanisms the immigrant
falt ourious about the half forgotten face
of nature. He hankered to see the immi-
gration of spring into the Amerioan coun-
tryside, though he had been told that no
such immigration was permitted. It ap-
peared that long, long ago the continent,
deferring to the temperament of its future
inhabitants, had compendiousty reduced the
year from four to throe seasons, cutting
out & tedivus interval of growth so that
summer flashed into axistence as suddenty
48 an American city. But the immigrant,
who still labored in the trammels of ancient
routine, liked to suppose that the reported
elimination of the season might be a mis-
take of ocity dwellers. Central Park dis-
played some vernal symptoms. The ther-
mometer had already registered %0 degrees.
Spring, he remembered, was not proud;
she would come for a lower figure than
that. As soon as the country road wes
under his feet, he felt sure of finding a good
deal of the old picture. Against all compe-
tent advice he decided to begin his journey
southward by walking most of the way
through New Jersey at least.

The city was entertaining a fair, almost
summery morning while he made his few
preparations for the road. But it was a
steel gray afternoon when he crossed the
North River, and looking back from the
ferry at the skyscrapers and wondering
what was the real artistic truth about them,
he noticed that the character of thesky
behind them was not open to any doubt
whatever. Nothing could be more purely
wintry.

He fixed his eyes o) the skyscrapers.
What a peculiarly audacious name it was,
by the way, considering the high pitch of
the American heaven! Was “a pincushion”
& just description of that view, or had
“a fair garland of towers” been juster?
It was certainly hard to classify those slim
oblongs, all riddled with windows like shot
holes, and so very much emphasized by the
open foreground of water. At one mament
they seemed like remnants; they suggested
a city splintered to bits by a bombardment,
with only these few fragments left upright;
or the atraggling teeth in an aged mouth,
At another moment, instead of ruins, they
seemed manifestations of extraordinary
youth or growth—geysers to«nd
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- he stepped into a deep hole, which ga
his ankfe a playful twist. For quite a while
afterward he reflected that here was surely
& strange mixture of triumphant progress
-ﬂdmhn.d- till it ocourred to

something else on the other negligible and
therefore tolerated.

So far he had seen a stray bud or two
on the treee, but no other indicstion of
spring, and as he was entering a emall
town it began to snow. The town was en-
tirely built of wooden homses, to which he
was still umaccustomed. They looked pecu-
farly snug in a cold world, yet, absurdly
enough, he could not help suppesing they
bad wheels under them. Somehow they
had 2 locometive air, reecalling gypey
caravans, while the palatial ferryboats and
mailway cars, on the ocontrary, always
seemed to him so extraordinarily resi-
dential. As it happened, hia

ut the houses was justified at the next
er. Where Tié caime WSO S 51 tHam
being bodily rolled along the street.

The darkness was now gathering and
the time had come for testing the evil re-
ports he had heard about the American
wayside inn.

*“Which is the best hotel in this city?*
he asked of a passerby, remembering that
stiquette required the use of the laet word
from him.

“Well, 1 don't know. I guess you'll
find the best assortment of bottled goods
at O'Farreil’s, 'round the corner.”

“But I meant,” said the immigrant, “for
a room.”

“Oh, for a room! Well, mow, I doun't
suppose there's much difference between
aay of them, so far as that goes. 1 guees
O'Farrell's is as good as any.”

The immigrant, hating scepticism, made
his way to O'Farrell’s, which proved to be
not so much a hotel with a bar attached to it
as the reverse. Mr. O'Farrell may bave
been somewhat surprised by the request
for a room, but received it with great cour-
tesy, and it is to be feared that some of his
large family were turned out of their usual
sleeping quarters that night. While these
permutations were going on upstairs, the
immigrant was shown into the host's private
parlor, whare a colored boy took his order
for supper. The comprehensive menu to
which he had become habituated during the
winter was lacking, and after some dis-
cussion he chose fried eggs.

“Sunoy side or twrned over?” asked the

Ignorant of the distinction, the immi-
grant could not hesitate over so pleasant
a name as “sunny side,” and wasa served
with fried eggs as he had always known
them. To think of having eaten “sunny
side” all his life unawares! What *turned
over” meant he left to another occasion to
inform him.

After supper he was attracted by ani-
mated sounds from the bar, which was
spacious, but none too large for the crowd
of Italians and negroes gathered in it. He
had not been there more than a minute
when a short fat man came up to him and
offered to “guess weights for a quarter.”
There was an automatic weighing machine
against one of the walls. The plan was
that each should gueas the other's weight,
and the one who came nearest the truth,
as decided by the machine, should receive
a quarter from the other. The immigrant
accepted eagerly, for he was approaching
a mystery which had been puzsling him
for some while. The American sense of
weight valuas, so to speak, had strucic him
as almost miraculous. People could ap-
parently tell a man's weight at a mere
glance. He had read, for instance, in an
account of some holdup where the aggres-
sor had been disturbed but had escaped,
such tostimony from onlookers as this:
“He was a man of 140 or 145 pounds”; and
recently a gifted writer, describing a prinei-
pal witness in & criminal trial, had interpo-
lated in a highly pathetic passage, just
after mentioning Lady Godiva and Monna
Vanoa: “The slight girlish figure did not
appear to weigh more than ninety-eight
pounds, and at the beginning of her crci-
fixion she must have been u' least 108.”
Nothing resembling this sense existed on
the other side, and the i t was de-
lighted to try it for himself. Scanning

4 "n‘-uh -N#"‘-M

J guess the tickler he used was Mr. Brown's “lesster”

bade
At all events, to bofrank.howﬂkd bm.
a few miles more in New Jersey, and re-
serving the pursuit for spring till he was |
further south, entered Philadelphia t;n

parior oar. ~ W.A.
MORAL PROGRESS.

Net Different In Kind from Animal Fve-
tatfon and Sabject to Its Laws.

To TRE EpIToR oF TRE SUN=Sir: It seems
to me that Goldwin Smith unduly emphasizes
the problem of man’s moral or spiritual prog-
reds. This phase of human development
is no less bound by the laws of nature and
within the scope of evolution than is the
progression of the species from a primordial
origin. If there be a difference, as Mr. Smith
intimates, between “animal evolution” and
“the self-culture, progress and spiritual aspir-
ation of man” it is one of degree, not kind.
It may be conceded that a species may re-
main fixed. without showing any appreciable
variation, for a thousand or even ten thou-
sand years: but the validity of the doctrine
of evolution in ita general aspects is undis
turbed. Such a period is infinitesimal com-
pared with the mons in which, within the
minimum computation of scientists, the de-
velopment of organie forms from the primal
cell life has occurred.

What is this “spiritual” progress? Is it so
remarkable in itself that an essentially dif-
ferent explanation must be postulated for
it? Does not that mean, if such a proposition
be admitted, even for argument’s sake, that
there has been a break, perhaps irremediable,
in the continuity of evolution? The latter
conclusion, however, s logically unthinkable.
There are no cataclysms in the order of na-
ture; that is casual relation, or sequence, is
never absent; and if there should appear
anywhere or at any time a confusing gap it
is due rather to the fact that the intermediary
evidence has been destroyed or that the
governing principle has not been thoroughly
understood.

Therefore the conclusion remains: Moral
or spiritual development, while confined to
man of all the animate forms, is subject to
what may be described as the laws of nature
sand is strictly within the limits of evolution.
Philosophically speaking, there can ba no
limits placed upon evolution, which deals
with forces eternal, infinite and omnipresent.
The proposition that a part can be superior
to the whole contains its ewn refutation.
Yet that is what is involved when it is as-
serted that man's moral or spiritual progress
is essentially different from animal evolu-
tion and requires another and a higher ex-
planation. The latter postulate inevitably
leads to supernaturalism.

BROOELYN, April 13 Epwarp Dossox.

A Queer Case of Robbery.

To Tas FPorror oF TER SUN--Si&r: About the
queerest case of robbery that I have heard of
anywhese bappened to a lady of my acqualntance
who, by the way, s one of the dainty and dimin-
utlve kind that all robbers ought ta respect.

A few weeks ago she went one afternoon to see
triends tn the Bightles somewhere, and the num-
ber was 296, It was & double apartmens house
sad she got iuto 2. In the vestibuie was a white
oy about 1§ years of age. She asked him If
the aumber was 234 and be told hor it was 252. She
went back o 204, the boy following. She pressed
the button of her friend’s aparument, the boy at the
same @me pressing one on the opposite board.

When she enlered the hali the boy followed her,
snd was behlad her as she went upstairs. Half
way up she felt a tug at her foot and found shat one
of her shoes was gone. She at once asked the bey
what he meant by steallng her shoe. He denled
that he had. I[n the meantime ber friend had

Mma«rwmmc visitor. Thus re-
enforced l h len
rex shoe. Tnl

(ace hegan Mc ad sald he was sick. The
husband now came from the apartment and joined
the two women, and other dwellers in the flat added
themaaives to the boy's accusers. He still lay on
the fnor greaning. It did not occur to any one to
search him for the shoe, While they were discuss-
ing what w0 do the boy got better, stood on his feet,
slipped down the stalrs and disappeared around
the corper. At least, whem they sent the apart-
ment hall boy after hin be was not to be found,
Nelther was the missing shoe. The lady who had
lost the shoe was accommodated with temporary
footgear, and the otbex lady called a cad and took
her downtown and bought & new palr of shoes for
her, she protesting.

Up w last body has decided dof-
nitely wizat the boy wanted 10 steal the shoe for.
It is suspected, however, that he lntended 1o
grab the lady's purse and make. s run for It,
though hew be could have done so while she
wWas an e stalrs above bim is not quite clear, Any-
way, the lady has only one shop, almost new, and
the boy can match the one be has with 1t If he will
come after if. L.

New Yorx, April 13,

Reclamation Serviee Work.

Up to January 1t of this year the Unilted States
Reclamation Service had dug 1.267 miles of canals.
Nine and one-lalf miles of tunnels, numbertag
forty eeven, have beem excavated. Ninety-four
large structures have beem erected, ineluding the
great dams In Nevada and the Minidoks dam in
Idaho, elghty feet high and 650 feet long. Six hun-
dred and seventy headworks. flumes, &c., have
been completed, besides 378 miles of wagon road
in mountamous country and hitherto inaccessible
regions. In telophones 727 miles of wire have been
put In operation. The service bhas used 582,000
barrels of cement, of which & manufactured 70,000
barrels In Its own mill and purchased 312,000, Its
own sawmills have out 3,080,000 feet of lumber,
and 6,540,000 feet Rave Deen purchasad, says the
Los Angeles Times.

Surveylng bas covered WH0 square miles, an
area greater than that of Masiachusetts and Rhode
island combined. The transit lines had a length
of 15900 miles, whils the lovel Unes run amouns
W 24,218 miles.

The service Is using 1,154 horses and mules, It
operates nine locomoifves, 223 cars, twenty-three
wiles of raliroad, thirty-nlne statlonary engines
and twenty seven steam engioes. It Is operating
five eleotric light plants of Its own aoastruction.

The work has been carried on with the following
foroe: Classifed service, 380, including the oMoe
at Washington; laborers employed by the Govern.
ment, 3,500; laborers employed by contraetors,
6,100, or & total force of 10,000, The ezpenditures
now tolal nearly $1.000,000 a month,

The value of this reclamation work 1o the United
States for all sime |s Incalculgble.

The Gentle Art of Tickiing Trout.

To THE FOITOR OF TRE SUN—Sir: It s & very
simple thing to catch trout by tickling shem, “if
you kmow how.” The bess way Is to put your hand
gradually under a stone, and then (f you feel &
trout gently smooth ita belly and it will settle quietly
into your hand: then move your hand slowly along
until you feel Its gills, stick your thumb in and be
Is yours. An expert at this can take every trous
out of I bam If it s wot wa deep and the.e are
plenty of stones or water rat holes. ! have heard
of tramping for Gounders, but never could catch

any this way mywelf.

Regarding Mr. Nicholson's clatm to have caughs
salmon by ticklng, or as we called 13, “guddiing.”

on & dark aight with & lantern I the bow of the

buat. Gautoway.
Nzw Yomrx. April 12, '

The Public Service Corparatian of Nium,
The Greeks had just entered Troy In the wooden
"It was sasy.” they explalned. “It felt Just lUke
sitting Ia the subway In & biockade. ”
thun we see there Is no new discomfort under
the sun.

An Inferior Tribunal.
Knicker—Is Jones a judge of horses?
Bocker—Yes, but his decislons are
generally
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FROM THE CITAPEL.
An Appeal to the Citizens of New York by
the National Academy of Design.

To t™ax Eprror oF THE SUN-Nir. ('
Council of the National Academy of Desion
believes that it may with propriety at thas
present time address the press and throu. n
it the public of New York. 7The acadeny i
now obliged to hold two exhibitions annua!
in order to accommodate the amount of »
oeptable work, in oil paintings alone, = |
to it, mainly from this city. The eigh
second snnual exhibition, now In progre
contains about 400 works out of up ~ard
1,500 sent in, and 200 works sooepted by ) .
jury had to be returned for lack of spa
Of the 400 works placed only about seve:
wera sent in under privilege and exenn ¢
from examination by the jury. If all the:
were eliminated without regard to mer®
(and they inclnde some of the pictures un
versally admitted to be among the best in t).»
exhibition) in favor of pictures aceepted \'r
the jury but mot hung, there would still b.
130 pictures unprovided for. The catholicity
of the jury is evidenced by the exsraordiury
wvariety of tendency and method in the work
shown, while the general standard of excel-
lence is higher than ever before. Foreigners
and Americans long resident abroad win
see this exhibition remark that no exhihition
anywhere in the world to-day Is marked he
a higher or more uniform degres of merit,
the average attainment being such as o
render comparatively inconspicuous pictures
which even ten years ago would have been
gonsidered important achievements.

Yet the exhibition is confessedly inade-
quate to represent the artistic production «*
this country, or even of this city—the gre:
art centre of America, where at least flv. .
eighths of its important art worksareproduce |
Not to mention the admirable paintings «e
in small and select exhibitiona and at
galleries of dealers, or the nearly 400 worl .
shown at the winter academy, there
the works of architecturs and decorat on
shown at the exhibitions of the Architectiur:!
League: the paintings in water color or 1.
miniature seen at still other exhibitions; 11.
work of our sculptors, illustratora and =
gravers, rarely shown at all in any p' e
manner, besides such work in stained z
furniture, pottery and other manufacture:
as may from its design fairly claim rank as
art. Ifthe work of real merit in these various
forms of art produced each year in this coun
try could be exhibited at one time and in one
place it would prove a revelation of tio
standing of American art, and would make
one of the most interesting and iustructiva
exhibitions to be found anywhere,

By its union with the Soctety of America:
Artists the National Academy of Design hLa+
become more than ever a representative an
national body of artists. It hasa more liberal
constitution than any other such institution
and has made the recognrition of new talent
as easy as is compatible with a proper caution,
fearing an occasional mistake in Inclusion
less than the danger of too great exclusive-
ness. It is a body more capable than any
other to conduct such an exhibition as is to be
desired, and it is ready to do so, but it has no
galleries in which such an exhibition oould be
held, New York is not only alone among
great metropolitan cities, like London and
Paris, in having no large galleries for the
holding of important exhibitions, but it {s far
behind other and smaller American cities in
this respect. Chicago, St. Louis, Pittsburg,
Philadelphia and Buffalo all have finer and
better aquipped galleries than New York,
and they have endowed institutions able to
hold important loan exhibitions from time
to time, as well as the reguiar annual ex-
hibitions, which are so largeiy fllled with
works of art produced in this city. Chicago
supports its local galjeries by a tax of one-
tenth of a mill on every dollar levied, and
St. Louis has just adopted by popular vote
& similar measure.

Will the municipality or citizens wishing to
“deserve well of the Commonwealth” endow
New York with an adequate building. com-
mensurate in size and dignity with the tm.
portance of our great city, where our con-
stantly increasing production of art can be
shown? Millions are given annually, and
well given, to the cause of education. The
academy also is laboring In the cause of edu-
cation and has so labored for eighty years.
It is desirous, and believes itself able, to do
much more than it has ever done if the oppor-
tunity be afforded it. Its imperative need w
for increased facilities for exhibition, and it in
both able and willing to maintain and ad-
minister a proper building if such a building
sha!l be provided for it. The material pros-
perity and the intellectual greatness of na-
tions have ever been measurable in terms
of artistic production. We belleve that the
+ dnsda.at.ban the i QUL b -
ness of America will be universally acknowl-
edged as not less remarkable than her ma-
terial greatness. We believe that the tune
has come when the importance of our art te
the pation and to its chief city should ba
recognized, as the importance of art is recog-
nized in all other great nations and great
oities, by the creation of dignified and com-
modious galleries for the display of our ar-
tistic achievement. Isthistheonly important
cily in the country to whose citizens such an
appeal may be made in vain?

THE COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY

or DESIGN,
Harry W. WatROUS, Secretary.

New YORE, April 13.
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Mr. Willard Metealf and the Academy.

To TR EpiTOoR or THE BUN—Sir: In to-
day’'s SUN | read that at the last meeting of
the National Academy of Design my namne
was among the candidates rejected for meme
bership. [ protest against this error and
kindly ask you to rectify it.

My name was proposed by some wel)
meaning friend or friends, and upon my hear-
ing of it I immediately wrote in profest,
declining the honor and requesting my nama
to be withdrawn. It was, howevar, printed
upon the list of candidates to be acted upon,
and although the President, Mr. Dielman,
announced at the meeting, so I am informed,
that I had withdrawn for my own reasona
it was nevertheless given out to the press as
above stated, Suggesting as it does a ve1v
material change of my views, I wish t»
have that impression corrected through your
columns. Witrarp L. METCALF

Lyme, Conn., April 12,

Change ina Name Only.
Fram the Washington Herald.

There was a christening yesterday at the gray
lUmestone mansion of Surgeon -General Wyman of
the Public Health and Marine Hospital Service,

In reality it was a rechristening, the victim of the
ceremony being & no less able bodled citisen than
the yellow fever mosquito, heretofore kmown In
refined soclety as Stegomyla fasciata. Geperal W
man asks the world to sit up and take notice tha:
this gentleman, who figures so prolifically 1o '
despatches and notes of the monthly publie hea
bulletine, will bereafter be known as Stegom: '
enlopus,

The change of name, bowever, does mot brin~
about any change of function on the part of 1!
mosquito. In the language of & Marine Heap!
Service wit, “A Stegomyia fasclata by any oth
name will look fust as yellow.” The male will ¢«
Houe to hum uolslly and skim sround om dres
parade In his silver stripes, while the fever carry
iog female, as has been her lot since primal da)s.
will busily buzz about, making trouble for man.

Keyhold Tenure in Fngland.
From the London Globe.
The curious custom of keyhold tenure stlll pre.

valls at Crowland, the famous abbey towr ‘1 the
Lincolnsalre fens, whers there are a number of
cottages which are nelther copyhold, freehold nor
leasehold. They were originally bullt on wasis
land, and In each case the possessor of the key Lolds

an undisputed tenancy. Although some of ie
occuplers bave replaced the mud and thatehisd
dwellings of antiquity with brick and siated b}
ings, Wey have no power to sell or wiil siem an.
for they have no deeds. On a tenaut dying il'»
frst person 10 cross the threshold takes bis place,
if be 8o desires. Many devices have been resorted
%0 to obtain the keys. The properties carry A
county voie, but the Poor Law Guardians alwas
refuse 1o grant rellef to the tenants.

It Pays to Pay.
From the Berthaud Bulietin
A man came In Wednesday, paid hits subserint o8
and incidentally mentioned that he would Lhe
seo a lltde raln. We didn’t promise anytbing, ©
Wednesday night It ralued. We do not w
this 1o a spirit of braggadocio, but jusl. ) ou oW
‘hings will work ous,

Low




